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Rotary Villas Has New and Exciting Updates All of the Time!
To subscribe to our monthly newsletter please contact us at info@rotaryvillas.ca or 204-725-1340 

For even more news, visit www.rotaryvillas.ca/news or find us on Facebook and Twitter

From Debbie the General ManagerOff the Wall art

Often we work with people and never have the opportunity to really know much about them so 
today I will share a bit of my life with you.  I am the daughter of Ian and Mary Ann Brown.  I was 
born in Kitimat, British Columbia, on June 1, 1957.  I was named after ‘Deborah Kerr’.  She was 
a favourite British actress who was known for her lady-like image in films such as ‘The King 
and I’ and ‘An Affair to Remember’. 

My dad migrated to Canada in 1950 from Black Pool, England, and worked in the lumber 
mill. Mom was born on the Saskatchewan prairies.  Her parents were of Scottish/Norwegian 
ancestry. The first three years of my life were spent in the beautiful Kitimat valley located in 
Northwest British Columbia.

Home sickness for the flatlands drew my family, which also included my younger brother Daryl, 
back to the Saskatchewan Prairies in 1960 and a new life began that included grandparents!  
It was a life filled with wonderful memories. My grandparents were small farmers with a huge 
love for community. 

My passion for community building and the rural lifestyle was established early and opened 
many doors for a career in areas such as economic development, community building and 
safety initiative .

The years have passed quickly with education, work, marriage and three children — two girls 
and a boy.  I look forward to every day and embrace every minute of life’s journey.
It has been a wonderful journey that led to a life in a new province serving the good people of 
Rotary Villas. Many opportunities and blessings over the past 60 years and many more yet to 
come.

Farm wagons and freight wagons were 
the backbone of the western transporta-
tion, hauling produce and merchandise for 
tradespersons to frontier towns.  

Calling a plumber has a very meaning at 
the turn of century!  The ‘Off the Wall’ print 
of the Brandon Plumbing and Heating buck-
board wagon illustrates the way business 
was conducted  in 1917. It is a reminder of 
the evolution of the business world during 
the past 100 years.

Life as we know it has truly progressed beyond belief.  At one time, many thought bathing 
was a health hazard!  Poor water supply contributed to this attitude. The bathtub had to be 
filled and emptied with a hand pump and pail. It was too a onerous chore.

But by the end of the 1800s the installation of sanitary sewers began to pay off. With an 
outlet for waste water, indoor plumbing and working water closets were getting closer to 
fruition.  Unfortunately, bad plumbing and the stench from open sewer connections made 
some homes uninhabitable. Early in the 19th century, the stack was vented through the roof, 
which was a tremendous breakthrough . 
 

The life of a plumber was very labour intensive and a good days work began at dawn and 
ended at dusk.

Next time we call a plumber, let’s be reminded of an earlier time when the  life of a tradesper-
son was quite different.  Looking back at the lifestyle of our ancestors definitely puts things 
into perspective!
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From the Sherry Recreation Coordinator From Jillian the Leasing Coordinator

Back in May we were happy to have Frank & Betty Rabe 
move into Suite 302.  They are both happy to not have to 
worry about cooking anymore and to be more social.

Ina & Eric Biernis will be moving into Suite 106 with their 
Cocker Spaniel, Rusty, in June!  They are looking forward 
to not having to cook or clean and being able to socialize. 

Also for those that don’t know, Ina is Ruth’s Mom! 

I hope everyone gets a chance to meet our new residents and help them feel at home!

2nd Anniversary Yearbooks
Our yearbooks are in! For those that pre-ordered you can pay and pick them up at the Front 
Desk. If you didn’t pre-order but would still like one, we ordered extras; you can purchase one 
at the Front Desk for $25.

50/50 Draw
May’s 50/50 was for The MS Society. Our weekly winners were: 
• May 3:          Marlene Robinson $43.00
• May 10:        Cynthia Sisson $55.50
• May 17:            Dolores Dahm $57.00
• May 24:            Jack Gillis $47.50
• May 31:            (TBA)
This brings our total for the month so far to $203.00. Our 50/50 is held every Wednesday from 
12-2 p.m. Be sure to keep playing in June with proceeds going to Westman Aphasia.

hellO everyOne
The residents at Rotary Villas will be getting out and about as the weather gets warmer. 
This June we will be going to a few interesting places. We will be going out to the RCA 
Museum in Shilo to see the Vimy Ridge display.  We are heading back out to the Sand 
Hills Casino to try our luck and have supper.  And we will be browsing the antiques and 
having an  ice cream treat at Crow’s General Store.
Our big event for June will be the Father’s Day celebration with an evening BBQ and 
bonfire, as well as some fun activites for the residents. 
The Rotary Villas-Fairview Team will be participating in the Walk for Alzheimer’s.   It will 
take place on June 8 at 2:30 p.m. here at Rotary Villas.  All are welcome to join us in the 
walk, sponsor our team, or cheer us on.  Refreshments and ice cream will be provided 
after the walk. 
Some of our reoccurring summer activities will be BBQ meals, singing around the 
campfire in evening and marshmallow roasting.  A new activity that will be introduced to 
the residents is pickle ball, a fun active recreational game.  
Crocus Plains Regional Secondary School Choir will be coming to sing for the residents 

on Thursday, June 1.  We will be having an art show 
in June to showcase our residents talents of painting 
and drawing for the past 12 months with Art Instructor 
Kathy. The art show will also include any handy work 
residents do such as wood work, model building, 
sewing, etc.  The date for this is yet to be determined.  
At the end of June we will recognise Canada Day 
and celebrate being citizens of this glorious country.  
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Walk fOr alzheimer’s

The Alzheimer Society provides essential programs 
and services to effectively alleviate the personal 
and social consequences of Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias within our community. 

This will be the third consecutive year that Rotary 
Villas has a team joining in the Walk for Alzheimer’s!   
This year we will be walking on Thursday, June 8, 
starting at 2:30 p.m.  We will leave from Rotary Villas 
and proceed around our building.  We hope you can 
come and join us or relax on one of the many benches 
outside and encourage us as we make our way around 
the walking paths of Rotary Villas.  

summer student
Welcome to our summer student, Poonam Bath. Poonam is 
a fourth year student in the Bachelor of Arts program special-
izing in Political Science. 

Poonam brings a wealth of experience in communication and 
administration. We appreciate her assistance with summer 
projects here at Rotary Villas. 

Her friendly smile and enthusiasm is contagious.

She is a pleasure to have on staff.



mOther’s day CelebratiOn

On May 13, we held our Mother’s Day Celebration.    
Chef Paul and staff made a delicious brunch buffet 
All ladies received flowers to take home.  There 
were door prizes and we had a photo booth set up 
to take pictures of all the moms and their families.  
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