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From the General ManagerOff the Wall art

Pickleball? Yes, Pickleball! 

You are about to discover a new and addictive pastime!
Seniors from around the world have adopted a new game! It is great 
fun for every member of the family.
Pickleball was created with one thing in mind: fun. It was designed to 
be easy to learn and play at any age.
Pickleball is played on a badminton sized court with a wiffle ball and 
a rectangular paddle. The tennis-style net is lowered to 34 inches 
at the centre. The serve is underhand which is much kinder on our 
older elbows and shoulders.

It’s a racquet sport featuring elements of tennis, squash, ping-pong and badminton. Pickleball 
has been around since 1965 but remained a well-kept secret until 2008 when the seniors 
discovered it! The game is usually played in teams of two on each side of the net (though 
singles can play as well).
Here at Rotary Villas Sherry and I will be introducing the new sport and looking for people 
interested in playing.

WelcOme tO Our NeW head chef, Paul mOuNt
We are excited to announce the new Director of Culinary Services and Head Chef, Paul Mount.
Chef Paul hails from Bowden, Alberta. He brings extensive experience in managing kitchens in 
restaurants and retirement communities. 
He holds a Nobel Peace Prize Medal for service in Lebanon and received awards for his 15 
years of military service in Defense Forces. 
We are fortunate to have him as a member of our community. Let’s all take the time to make him 
feel welcome.

blue liNe bus traNsPOrtatiON
As a little girl visiting my aunt and uncle in the city, it was always a big deal to take a ride on 
the city bus.  I was always fascinated with the big strong man in an immaculate uniform, and 
how expertly he handled the bus. 
As an adult, my children and I would use the bus to travel back and forth from the city we 
lived in to the community we grew up in.  Close friends that are retired bus drivers share 
stories about their adventures travelling through different prairie communities and meeting 
interesting people from all walks of life.
The Blue Line Transportation Bus was once dedicated to public services and played an 
intricate role in keeping communities connected throughout the city and across the prairies.

“Dusty Trails to 
Divided Highways” 
written by Alex Regeic, 
Dennis Cavanagh 
and David Wyatt is a 
story that talks about 
the bus companies 
in Manitoba from 
the beginning of the 
20th century to the 
present. It gives a 
great overview of the 
history of Intercity 
Bus lines in Manitoba 
and is definitely worth 
the read.
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From the Recreation Director From the Leasing Coordinator
Spring has sprung at Rotary Villas! This month the residents and I  are planning a trip to the 
Green Spot to select our flowers for Rotary Villas and we will stop at  the Prairie Firehouse 
restaurant for coffee & a treat on our way back. We have set a date for planting just after 
May Long weekend. Some say “never plant until the first of June” hence the date might 
change as my elders  advise me on weather knowledge and guide the way with their 
green thumbs. 
We will be celebrating Mother’s Day on Saturday, May 13.  A  wonderful  brunch will be 
served from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Family are more than welcome.   Brunch will be $20.00 per 
guest with 12 and under $10.00  Following brunch have your photo taken by a professional  
photographer in the photo booth. Family and residents can get pictures done and receive 
a  free large size fridge magnet that also converts to sit as a frame on a table. Additional 
photos can be purchased at your own cost. We will be having lovely flowers for the ladies.  
Starting in May we will have pet visits from “Strays That Can’t Pay” rescue.  They will 
come for an hour every third Saturday. Animals such as dogs, cats, etc. with  appropriate 
mannerisms and necessary vaccinations will come to the Multipurpose Room  and visit  
residents.  
At Rotary Villas we have ten birthdays this month. We will celebrate with cake and fellow-
ship on the last Friday of the month in the Multipurpose Room. 
Donations given to the Tinker Room and various projects are appreciated and we thank 
all that have done so. We have received a wood carving kit and various items for wood 
working, as well as a couple model trains. Rotary Villas has recently donated a very large 
scale train model set complete with scenery, buildings, etc. Our resident train enthusiasts 
are thrilled.
We have an evening supper outing to Sand Hills Casino planned for May 11. Residents  & I 
would like to thank all the entertainers & volunteers that have given their time and talent to 
us over the past two years since Rotary Villas’ grand opening. We truly believe volunteers 
and entertainers are of true value in our senior community.

meet Our NeW resideNts

Back in April we were happy to have Audrey Lindsay from just 
next door at Crocus Gardens come over and join us here in 
suite 223. Audrey is happy to be here so she can stay social and 
independent.
Margaret and Herb Lovstrom moved into suite 337 as of May 1. 
They are happy to be coming to Rotary Villas because they have 
quite a few friends that already live here.
I hope everyone gets a chance to meet our new residents and 
help them feel at home!

50/50 draW
April’s 50/50 was for The Canadian Cancer Society. Our winners were Bev Desjarlais with 
$52.50, Elaine Denmee with $44.00, Alta Dyck with $51.00, and Hank Walker with $42.00. We 
also received an additional donation of $20.00 bringing our total for the month to $209.50! Our 
50/50 is held every Wednesday from 12 - 2 p.m. Be sure to keeping playing in May with pro-
ceeds going to the MS Society.



Do you know what these 
three residents have in 
common? They were 
classmates at Derry 
School 80 years ago! The 
Derry School was found-
ed in  1901 and operated 
just North of Douglas, in 
the Rural Municipality of 
Elton until June 1966. 

This one-room school house typically 
had seven to eight students enrolled. 
In the late summer of 2016, Shirley, 
Russell, and Phyllis each made the 
decision to move to Rotary Villas not 
knowing their previous classmates 
would be living here as well. It’s 
heartwarming to have been a part 
of reuniting these three classmates 
from such a small class. I guess the 
saying is true… it’s a small world!

derrY schOOl reuNiON
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THE BACK NINE
I FIRST STARTED READING THIS EMAIL & WAS READING FAST UNTIL I REACHED THE 3rd SENTENCE. I 
STOPPED AND STARTED OVER, READING SLOWER AND THINKING ABOUT EVERY WORD. THIS EMAIL 
IS VERY THOUGHT PROVOKING. IT MAKES YOU STOP AND THINK. READ SLOWLY!

AND THEN IT IS WINTER
You know ... time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems just yesterday 
that I was young, just married and embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and 
I wonder where all the years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my 

hopes and dreams.
But, here it is... the back nine of my life and it catches me by surprise...How did I get here so fast? Where did the 

years go and where did my youth go?
I remember well seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people were years away from 
me and that I was only on the first hole and the back nine was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully 

what it would be like.
But, here it is...my friends are retired and getting grey...they move slower and I see an older person now. Some are 
in better and some worse shape than me...but, I see the great change....Not like the ones that I remember who were 

young and vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show and we are now those older folks that we used to see 
and never thought we’d become.

Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat anymore... 
it’s mandatory! Cause if I don’t on my own free will... I just fall asleep where I sit!

And so...now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of strength 
and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but never did!! But, at least I know, that though I’m on the back 
nine, and I’m not sure how long it will last...this I know, that when it’s over on this earth...it’s over. A new adventure 
will begin! Yes, I have regrets.There are things I wish I hadn’t done...things I should have done, but indeed, there are 

many things I’m happy to have done. It’s all in a lifetime.
So, if you’re not on the back nine yet...let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. So whatever you 
would like to accomplish in your life please do it quickly! Don’t put things off too long!! Life goes by quickly. So, do 

what you can today, as you can never be sure whether you’re on the back nine or not!
You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life....so live for today and say all the things that you 

want your loved ones to remember...and hope that they appreciate and love you for all the things that you have done 
for them in all the years past!!

“Life” is a gift to you.  The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one.     
LIVE IT WELL! ENJOY TODAY! DO SOMETHING FUN! BE HAPPY ! HAVE A GREAT DAY! 

Remember, “it is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold and silver.”
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